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The Joy of Compliments… 

 
I just recently participated in my 45th High School Class Reunion.  Since I have worked with the 
Reunion Planning Committee for many years now I have experienced firsthand the hard work 
that goes into planning a reunion and the anxiety that comes to the planners at the end of the 
process.  There are so many details and so many things that can and do go wrong and some 
people are so critical that itôs enough to wear you out.  Iôm breathing a huge sigh of relief today.  
The reunion went perfectly.  Iôm tough on myself and even with being tough everything we 
planned was carried off to perfection and was so well received that I felt great about it all.  Plus, 
I had a good time ï that was a bonus. 
 
One of our classmates came and thanked me privately, saying ñI felt more alive than  
I have in a long time, and I want to thank everyone on the committee for all their hard workò.  
Several others expressed gratitude as well.  Of course, I heard a little (precious little) behind the 
scenes criticism and complaining as well.  That goes with the territory.  People have huge 
expectations today.  We all want the best ï at low cost, of course.  We all expect to be served.  
Few step forward to serve.  We are living in a ñconsumerò mentality and we have come to 
expect everything delivered to our doorstep and our way (never mind that others have vastly 
different and often conflicting ways to our way) and on our terms. 
 
Life is so much better when we compliment instead of criticize; add instead of take away, give 
instead take and put more back in than we take out.  Itôs always interesting to me that more 
often than not the most criticism comes from those who donôt know as much as they think they 
do or who have expectations that just canôt be met or the perfectionists who just canôt be 
satisfied.  Thankfully, this time around, after forty five years most of the Class of 1964 have 
moved beyond trying to impress everyone with how ñsuccessfulò theyôve become, or how 
important they are or how everything should be their way and by and large we all just settled 
back and enjoyed a great weekend of memory, reflection and new acquaintances.  I had a great 
time but even more importantly I want to do better at remembering to be more complimentary 
and less critical of others and to remember the good comments I hear while forgetting the bad 
ones ï instead of the way around.     
 
I think it would be a better world if all of us (beginning with me) could just compliment the heck 
out of each other, affirm what we like and let go of what we donôt like and even if it didnôt change 
the world, it would change how we see the world.  I think it would also be a better world if we 
just remembered the good words and forgot the bad ones.  In the end, it is up to us isnôt it? 
 

ñPleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to the soul,  
and health to the bones.ò  Proverbs 16:24                     
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

        

BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARIES 
November  

 

                           
 

2 Brody Compton 
4 Courtney Robertson 
5 Blake Buckingham 

George Speidel 
6 Mary Purcell 
7 Eric Long 
10 Nancy Crawford 

Kelsey Lynn 
17 Eleanor Pernia 
20 Cyril Chinery 
 Hannah Knott 
22 Randy Robertson 
24 Mirna Duran 
25 Carol & Richard Knott 
26 Rhonda Hensley 
27 David Taylor 
28 Amos Harris 
29 Steven Knott 

Jamey Brown  
30 Ralph Leslie 
 
             
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NEWS AMONG OUR 
CHURCH FAMILY 

Our thoughts & prayers are  with: 
 

Mary Purcellé. 
 
Wentworth Wilder 
 
Dorotha Fildes 
 
Dorothy Kenney  
 
David Watterworth 
 
Ralph Hockmané 
 
Jim Hood 
 
Libby Hood 
 
Wendel Jaquith 
 
Mario Mendoza  
 
Mary Sigel 
 
Nell Rys 
 

                
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

                    
            NEWS FROM OUR MINISTRIES 

 
            

 
 
 

      CHRISTIAN EDUCATION    
       Mary Chance, Chairman   

                          We have a wonderful program for children of all ages.  Come and join us every Sunday  
                    morning at 9:45 as we gather around Ralph's General Store and sing some of our favorite 
              songs, tell stories, celebrate birthdays.  There is a good time to be had by everyone.  Our  
classrooms have been recently painted and the space is clean and inviting.  Come and spend some time 
with us as we all strive to learn and understand our role in spreading the word of God. 
         We are still looking for any "gently used" animal and angel costumes you may have.  We need them 
for our Christmas pageant which will be here before you know it.  This is a great time to check all those 
stores you frequent for really good buys on costumes.  Feel free to pick up a couple when you see them - 
we want to make sure all our "animals and angels" have costumes!! 
         We will be preparing the list for coverage in the Toddler Room and Nursery during the worship hour 
very soon.  If you would be willing to help watch our little ones please let me know.  It helps to have lots of 
help so no one person is downstairs that often. 
 

FELLOWSHIP  
                     Amy Buckingham, Chairman  

YAHOO!!! It's fall - that means there are several open spaces available to host fellowship 
hours!  Please check your calendars and sign up!!!  Also - THANKSGIVING DINNER is 
right around the corner!   

PLEASE see me to sign up to help!  I will need 10 people to host a table; 6 people to cook a turkey; one 
person to take care of gravy; at least 4 people to help carve cooked turkeys; 1 person to be Clean-up 
Captain; 1 person to be Set-Up Sargent; and EVERYONE to attend!!!! 5:30 on November 22 - BE 
THERE!!!!! 
 
SIDE NOTE: The Christmas Pageant is in the works - if you have any barnyard animal costumes you 
would be willing to donate, or if you would be willing to buy one (donate the money OR buy one and bring 
it in!!!), please see Amy or Karen immediately!  WE NEED YOU!!!!! 

  
 

 WORSHIP 
Arlyn Sanchez, Chairman  

It does not seem possible that there are only two months left in the year!!!  Thatôs just  
crazyé but true!  November means Thanksgiving and as usual, there will be a Thanksgiving Eve 
Community Service.  Details will be posted and announced during our Sunday services.  December will be 
around the corner and I will be recruiting kids for the Advent Sundays (Nov 29th, Dec 6th, Dec 13th and Dec 
20th).  More details will come.  Speaking of giving thanks, I would also like to share a poem that my sister 
shared with me: Enjoy, help others in need and have a Blessed Thanksgiving!!! 

 
Thanks 

Thank God for dirty dishes, 
They have a tale of tell. 

While others may go hungry, 
Weôre eating very well. 

With home, health and happiness, 
I shouldnôt want to fuss. 

By the stack of evidence, 
Godôs been very good to us. 

 



No Author 

         

 
 

WEEK OF COMPASSION UPDATE 
How our WOC dollars are at work for others- 

                                                                Just in NORTH AMERICA alone this is where WOC helped 
this year.  WOC helps people throughout the World everyday.    

 
Texas (2), hurricane recovery 
Texas, flood recovery 
Texas, house fire 
Texas, severe storms 
Florida, hurricane recovery 
Florida (2), long-term interfaith disaster recovery 
Florida, flood recovery 
Florida, house fire 
Georgia, emergency heating 
Georgia, flood relief 
Kentucky (7), ice storm assistance 
Kentucky, tornado recovery 
Arkansas, ice storm assistance 
Arkansas, house fire 
Louisiana (2), hurricane recovery/mission station support 
Louisiana (3), long-term hurricane recovery 
Indiana, on-going flood recovery 
Tennessee, long-term hurricane recovery (evacuees) 
Tennessee, tornado relief 
U.S., revised 2008 spring storm appeal 
U.S. (2), 2009 spring storms & floods 
U.S., 2009 summer storms 
Arizona, emergency water needs 
Oklahoma, wildfire recovery 
South Carolina, wildfire recovery 
Virginia, trauma counseling 
Missouri, tornado recovery 
Missouri, ongoing storm recovery 
Illinois (2), inland hurricane 
West Virginia, flood relief 
Alaska, spring floods 
Mississippi, hurricane recovery 

 



 

   

                                      From Our Music Department ~ 
 

The following is an interesting article about the anthem the choir will sing on October 25th for the Home Coming Sunday 
Service. 
  William Pitts was on his way to visit his bride-to-be in Fredericksburg, Iowa  The stagecoach in which he rode 
stopped at Bradford, 14 miles west of Fredericksburg.  There he noticed a particularly beautiful wooded area formed by 
the Cedar River.  Pitts envisioned a church building there and could not dismiss it from his mind.  Days later at home he 
wrote a poem about the imagined church and set it to music in 1857. 
  Pitts returned to Bradford seven years later to teach music and was surprised to find a new little church being 
erected on the very spot he had imagined years before.  It was painted brown because that was the color of the 
cheapest paint to be had then.   
  Pitts located a copy of his almost-forgotten song and, at the dedication of the new church building, his singing 
class sang it for the first time. 
  By the turn of the century, the village of Bradford had almost ceased to exist.  It had been bypassed by the 
railroad that went through Nashua, two miles to the wets.  Weeds grew in the churchyard, and the dilapidated building 
was closed.   
  A few years later the congregation experienced  revival, the church opened and re-painted its original color.  
Traveling musicians discovered Pitt's song, and its popularity spread through the country. 
  The Little Brown Church in the Vale has become a famous tourist attraction in Iowa, and the song describing its 
beauty is still sung.  Standing in a picturesque rural setting among pine trees, the church is a favored place for 
weddings.  Since record of those weddings was begun in 1918 there have been well over 70,000 couples, who, 
following their wedding ceremonies, have pulled the rope that rings the church bell. 
  Our church choir hopes that you will enjoy the anthem.   
 
 
      Jon Gilbertson 

Gad A Bouts Update 
The Gads are alive and busy, although several are having health problems and currently are unable to be 

active.  We miss them.  ñMembershipò in the Gads is open to all.  We meet the first Wed. of each month, 10:30 
a.m., in the Small Conference Room.  The occasional times we do not meet will be noted in this update. 
 The Gads have again adopted a Christmas child through Interfaith Works (formerly called Community 
Ministry of Montgomery County).   Our child is Maya, a two year old.  Betty Paculba and her committee, Debbie 
Owen and Jean Anderson, will do the shopping in November .  Contributions should be given to Jean.  
     NOW FOR DATES:  
Thursday, December 10, sixth annual Christmas Luncheon  
Where:  OôDonnellôs in Gaithersburg 
Time:  12Noon 
Cost:  $20 per person, includes entrée, salad, rolls, dessert, beverage, tax and gratuity 
Choice of entrée:   Herb Roasted Chicken Breast 
   Pecan Crusted Orange Roughy 
   Cajun Broiled Tilipia  
   Fried Gulf Shrimp 
Please contact Helen Nutt  to make your reservations, for directions, or if you need a ride. 
Late reservations with payment, may be made NO LATER THAN Mon., Dec., 7, 2009.  All friends are welcome! 
    OTHER DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR: 
Wed, Nov. 4, 10:30 A.M. Gads meeting and lunch 
Sun, Nov 8, 12:30 P.M. Lunch Bunch following fellowship 
Wed, Dec 2, 10:30 A.M. Gads meeting and lunch 
Feb. 23, 2010  Hold this date for TGIF. Details to follow. 


